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First-Person Narrative 

Selections from “The Forgotten Fight: An Oral History of Homeless Veterans” (2016) 
Interview transcripts: 

• Don (​Don Transcript​)
• Cordell (​Cordell Transcript​)
Please read the brief biographical statements for each of these veterans
as well:
Veteran Biographies

*If possible, please watch the following video clips. Many of these clips will be
reviewed during the discussion.

Life without Shelter in the United States
Veterans and Homelessness

Reading List

https://theforgottenfight.com/veteran-biographies/don/don-transcript/
https://theforgottenfight.com/veteran-biographies/cordell/cordell-transcript/
https://theforgottenfight.com/veteran-biographies/


• Don: Clips 1, 7, 9, 10, and 13. 
• Cordell: Clips 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 9, 12, and 13. 

 
Scholarly Readings  

● Glossary of key terms, located at the end of this document. 

● Puar J, et al., “Precarity Talk: A Virtual Roundtable,” ​TDR: The Drama Review​ 56 
(2012): 165-166, 169-170. ​Precarity Talk 

● Bourgois P and Schonberg J. ​Righteous Dopefiend​ (Berkeley, California: University 
of 
California Press, 2009): 4-7, 219-235, 287-294, 302-307, 309-316. ​Righteous 

Dopefiend 

 
Supplemental readings 
 
● Wright J. “Address unknown: Homelessness in Contemporary America.” ​Society 

(New Brunswick). 26(6): 1989, 45–53. ​https://doi.org/10.1007/BF02700239​. (highly 
recommended) 

● Robertson J. “Homeless Veterans: An Emerging Problem?” in ​The Homelessness in 
Contemporary Society​. ed. Bingham, Green, and White (Thousand, Oaks, 

California: SAGE Publications, 1987), 64-81. (highly recommended) 

● Abelson E. “Homeless in America,” ​Journal of Urban History​ 25 (1999): 258-270. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/009614429902500204 

● Baxter E and Hopper K. “Pathologies of Place and Disorders of Mind: ‘Community 
Living’ for Ex-Mental Patients in New York City,” ​Health PAC Bulletin. ​11(4): 1980, 
1-2, 6-12, 21-22. ​PMID: 10246283. 

● Blau J. “Grappling with Homelessness,” ​Reviews in American History​. 42 (2014): 
524-528. ​https://doi.org/10.1353/rah.2014.0081 

● Bourgois P and Schonberg J. ​Righteous Dopefiend​ (Berkeley, California: University 
of California Press, 2009), 91-93, 298-302, 316-320. 
https://doi.org/10.1525/j.ctt1pn5bs 

● Eisenberg A. “New Histories of Homelessness,” ​Reviews in American History​. 46: 
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2018, 319-323. ​https://doi.org/10.1353/rah.2018.0048 

● Gerber D.  “Disabled Veterans and the Wounds of War,” in ​The Oxford Handbook of 
Disability History​, ed. Rembis, Kudlick, and Nielsen (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2018), 12-17. ISBN ​9780190234959, 0190234954. 

● Katz MB and Thomas LR. “The Invention of ‘Welfare’ In America,” ​Journal of Policy 
History​. 10(4): 1998, 399-418.  

● Kerr D. “‘We Know What the Problem Is’: Using Oral History to Develop a 
Collaborative Analysis of Homelessness from the Bottom Up,” ​Oral History Review​. 
30:2003, 27-45. ​https://doi.org/10.1525/ohr.2003.30.1.27 

 
Additional background reading 
 
● Starr P, Bonner RP, Henry JF, Nader R. ​The discarded army: veterans after Vietnam; 

the Nader report on Vietnam veterans and the Veterans Administration.​ (New York: 
Charterhouse, 1974). ​(OCoLC): 614587717. 

● Adler JL. ​Burdens of War: Creating the United States Veterans Health System 
(Baltimore, Maryland: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2017). ISBN: 1421422875. 

● Tsai J. ed., ​Homelessness Among U.S. Veterans: Critical Perspectives​ (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2018). ISBN: 0190695137.  
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